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The Easiest and Fastest Way to Learn Russian Whether you want to travel, communicate with

friends or colleagues, reconnect with family, or just understand more of whatâ€™s going on in the

world around you, learning Russian will expand your horizons and immeasurably enrich your life. 

The best part is that it doesnâ€™t have to be difficult or take years to master. Thirty minutes a day is

all it takes, and we get you speaking right from the first day. Pimsleur courses use a

scientifically-proven method that puts you in control of your learning. If youâ€™ve tried other

language learning methods but found they simply didnâ€™t stick, then you owe it to yourself to give

Pimsleur a try.  Why Pimsleur? - Quick + Easy â€“ Only 30 minutes a day. - Portable + Flexible â€“

Core lessons can be done anytime, anywhere, and easily fit into your busy life. - Proven Method â€“

Works when other methods fail. - Self-Paced â€“ Go fast or go slow â€“ itâ€™s up to you. - Based in

Science â€“ Developed using proven research on memory and learning. - Cost-effective â€“ Less

expensive than classes or immersion, and features all native speakers. - Genius â€“ Triggers your

brainâ€™s natural aptitude to learn. - Works for everyone â€“ Recommended for ages 13 and above.

  Whatâ€™s Included? - 30, 30-minute audio lessons - 60 minutes of reading instruction to provide

you with an introduction to reading Russian designed to teach you to sound out words with correct

pronunciation and accent - In total, 16 hours of audio, all featuring native speakers - a Reading

Booklet and a Userâ€™s Guide  What Youâ€™ll Learn In the first 10 lessons, youâ€™ll cover the

basics: saying hello, asking for or giving information, scheduling a meal or a meeting, asking for or

giving basic directions, and much more. Youâ€™ll be able to handle minimum courtesy

requirements, understand much of what you hear, and be understood at a beginning level, but with

near-native pronunciation skills.  In the next 10 lessons, youâ€™ll build on what youâ€™ve learned.

Expand your menu, increase your scheduling abilities from general to specific, start to deal with

currency and exchanging money, refine your conversations and add over a hundred new

vocabulary items. Youâ€™ll understand more of what you hear, and be able to participate with

speech that is smoother and more confident.  In the final 10 lessons, youâ€™ll be speaking and

understanding at an intermediate level. In this phase, more directions are given in the Russian

language, which moves your learning to a whole new plane. Lessons include shopping, visiting

friends, going to a restaurant, plans for the evening, car trips, and talking about family. Youâ€™ll be

able to speak comfortably about things that happened in the past and make plans for the future. 

Reading Lessons are included at the end of Lesson 30 to provide you with an introduction to

reading the Russian alphabet. These lessons, which total about one hour, are designed to teach

you to sound out words with Russian pronunciation and accent. A Reading Booklet to be used with



the audio lessons is also included in PDF format.   The Pimsleur Method We make no secret of

what makes this powerful method work so well. Paul Pimsleur spent his career researching and

perfecting the precise elements anyone can use to learn a language quickly and easily. Here are a

few of his â€œsecretsâ€•:  The Principle of Anticipation In the nanosecond between a cue and your

response, your brain has to work to come up with the right word. Having to do this boosts retention,

and cements the word in your mind.  Core Vocabulary Words, phrases, and sentences are selected

for their usefulness in everyday conversation. We donâ€™t overwhelm you with too much, but

steadily increase your ability with every lesson.  Graduated Interval Recall Reminders of new words

and structures come up at the exact interval for maximum retention and storage into your long-term

memory.  Organic Learning You work on multiple aspects of the language simultaneously. We

integrate grammar, vocabulary, rhythm, melody, and intonation into every lesson, which allows you

to experience the language as a living, expressive form of human culture.  Learning in Context

Research has shown that learning new words in context dramatically accelerates your ability to

remember. Every scene in every Pimsleur lesson is set inside a conversation between two people.

There are no drills, and no memorization necessary for success.  Active Participation The Pimsleur

Method + active learner participation = success. This method works with every language and every

learner who follows it. You gain the power to recall and use what you know, and to add new words

easily, exactly as you do in English.  The Russian Language Russian, one of the six official

languages of the United Nations, is the official language in Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan and

Krygystan, with an estimated 150 million native speakers around the world. Pimsleur's Russian uses

speakers from Moscow and St. Petersburg, which accounts for slight pronunciation differences

between speakers, but accurately depicts contemporary spoken Russian.  Tech Talk - CDs are

formatted for playing in all CD players, including car players, and users can copy files for use in

iTunes or Windows Media Player.

Series: Comprehensive (Book 1)

Audio CD: 16 pages

Publisher: Pimsleur; 3 edition (November 1, 2001)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0743506200

ISBN-13: 978-0743506205

Product Dimensions:  12.5 x 1.9 x 11 inches



Shipping Weight: 2.2 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:  4.4 out of 5 starsÂ Â See all reviewsÂ (63 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #692,266 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #9 inÂ Books > Books on CD >

Languages > Language Instruction > Russian   #240 inÂ Books > Books on CD > Reference   #737

inÂ Books > Books on CD > Nonfiction

I have finished Pimsleur's three levels of Russian. I need not to mention that this program is very

well done and of the highest quality. Instead, I would like to answer those who may be wondering,

"how good will I get after finishing all three levels of Pimsleur's Russian?"First of all, be prepared to

work hard. It will be fun work, but you will have to concentrate. Some people have to repeat each

lesson three times before moving on to the next. I personally had to work through them twice.At the

end of level one, you will know the most basic greetings, you will know how to count to one hundred,

and most importantly, you will start getting a good "feel" for the language. Don't expect to be able to

converse with anyone at this point.Level two explores pronouns and gives you more working

vocabulary. The future and past tenses are introduced.Level three explores the complex Russian

declensions and gives you a lot more vocabulary.At the end of the three levels, you will still be at a

very basic, survival level. You will have a vocabulary of maybe 300-400 words (this is my estimation

so I may be wrong). You will be able to engage in conversations but it won't take very long before

you don't know how to say something or you don't understand the other person.So if this expensive

course is so basic, why bother spending so much money on it?You will pronounce correctly. People

will comment on your good, Russian accent. (Ti gavarish bez aktsenta). You will know the most

essential words and structures and will will have a good "feel" for the language. You will be in

excellent position to learn more.The next step after that is to take formal lessons with a private

teacher, if you can afford it, and study with another textbook.

I don't know about you, but I don't want to learn a language so I can read a newspaper or

understand a radio broadcast. I want to communicate with real live people in their own

language.How many people take language courses all through high school and even college only to

find when it comes time to actually USE the language, they've "learned" it without the ability to

SPEAK it?This doesn't happen with the Pimsleur method. It forces you to respond, continuously

moving forward, teaching you new things while reinforcing concepts learned earlier. This series,

along with the Penguin Russian course, will take you very far indeed if you want to learn basic



Russian that you can use. The Pimsleur program is far superior to other audio methods in that it's

not just repeating incredibly dull phrases over and over again. You interact with the dialogue. You

have to THINK and it reinforces things learned earlier at just the right time intervals. A concept is

reinforced more often right after learning, but these reminders become less and less frequent as

time goes on and you learn new things. But then what you've learned previously becomes part of

new concepts and vocabulary that keep getting put before you, reinforcing those concepts even

more.The Key is that you RETAIN the concepts and vocabulary and hence the ability to use the

language. You learn correct pronunciation, as the program uses native speakers. You won't be

tongue-tied, since you're asked questions in the program and you have to THINK about the answer.

You THINK because the question might reference something from three or four tapes ago. You use

proper grammar despite yourself because you're not thinking about grammar, you're learning the

language the same way you learned as a baby - you're USING it.Is there a down side?

Pimsleur are absolutely the best.I have brought the complete sets of three volumes for both French

and Russian. I recommend them with glowing enthusiasm to many friends and work colleagues. In

fact I would say I rave about them - something I seldom do.I am a fluent speaker of English,

German and Japanese. I have taught languages myself and have additionally studied French and

Latin in the past. I am something of an amateur linguistic with a life-long love of languages. When I

speak German (I studied it at university for a year) poeple's jaws drop because I sound like a native

speaker. I love reading Goethe in German and also read technical journal articles on molecular

biology, but I really wish I'd discovered Pimsleur earlier. Over the decades I have been exposed to

countless different linguistic approaches to learning languages, but none have impressed me as

much as that of Pimsleur. I have even ordered CD courses in German from .de from companies

such as Langenscheidt. The language CDs available in German are far superior to the vaste

majority of the courses you can get in the English language, but still only Pimsleur teaches language

in the same way that I intuitively learned to learn languages on my own over the years. I am so

happy that someone has gone out and 'bottled' the secret techniques of good language learners so

that people everywhere can discover how much fun learning languages can be.If you buy cheaper

alternatives to Pimsleur you are short changing yourself severely. Costly though you may think they

are, enrolling in a course or getting private tuition will cost you as much or probably even more.
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